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New Delhi: Govt has notified
the rules that empower mili-
tary commanders of  all exist-
ing tri-Service organisa-
tions, and future chiefs of  the
long-pending theatre com-
mands, with full administra-
tive and disciplinary powers
over Army, Navy and IAF per-
sonnel serving under them.

The rules formulated un-
der the Inter-Services Orga-
nisations (Command, Con-
trol and Discipline) Act, 2023,
came into effect on Tuesday.
“This significant step aims to
bolster effective command,
control and efficient func-
tioning of  inter-services or-
ganisations (ISOs), thereby
strengthening jointness
among the armed forces,” the
defence ministry said.

The ISO Act itself  came in-
to force with effect from May
10 last year after the bill was
passed by Parliament during
the monsoon session in 2023. It
will also be an enabler for the
creation of  the planned inte-
grated theatre commands
(ITCs) for a joint war-fighting
machinery in a cost-effective
manner. “With the notifica-
tion of  these rules, the Act is
now fully operational. This
will empower the heads of  the
ISOs, enable the expeditious
disposal of  disciplinary cases,
and help avoid the duplication
of  proceedings,” it added.

There will be two “adver-
sary-specific” ITCs — one for
the northern borders with
China at Lucknow and the
other for the western front
with Pakistan at Jaipur. The
Maritime Theatre Command
at Thiruvananthapuram, in
turn, will be for the Indian
Ocean Region. TNN

Govt notifies
rules for

tri-Service
military chiefs New Delhi: Cabinet on

Wednesday approved exten-
sion of  a national highway
project in Andhra Pradesh
and two multi-tracking of  rail-
way corridors in Madhya Pra-
desh and Maharashtra, entail-
ing a total investment of  more
than Rs 7,000 crore to push in-
frastructure development in
the country.

While the new four-lane 108-
km Badvel-Nellore highway
project will improve connec-
tivity to Krishnapatnam port
in Andhra, the multi-tracking
of  railway lines — Ratlam-
Nagda and Wardha-Balhar-
shah — will decongest East-
West and North-South rail cor-
ridors, particularly for trains
heading towards Mumbai.

Announcing the decisions,
I&B minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw said the four-lane Badvel-
Nellore corridor on NH-67
would be taken up on public
private partnership mode. TNN

Govt gives nod
for rail projects

in Maha, MP 

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday asked
the Assam Human Rights
Commission (AHRC) to in-
quire into 171 alleged inci-
dents of  fake encounters car-
ried out by state police in 2021
but said barring a few inci-
dents the PIL petitioner’s
claim about fake encounters
appeared to be speculative.

A bench of  Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh
disposed of  a petition by an
advocate Arif  M Y Jwadder
and said, “We direct the
AHRC to issue a public notice 
inviting all individuals who
claim to be aggrieved (vic-
tims and their family mem-
bers) by the alleged 
police encounters to come
forward and furnish relevant
evidence.”

Allowing AHRC to select

team of  police officials un-
connected to the encousnters
for further inquiry into some
cases if  the need be, the bench
said “fair and impartial in-
quiry” is a right of  citizens
aggrieved by police action
and expected AHRC to adopt
robust measures akin to wit-

ness protection protocols to
safeguard the privacy, safety
and security of  those partici-
pating in the inquiry process.

The state, in its counter-
affidavit had said that out of  a
total of  171 cases, chargesh-
eets have been filed in 125
cases, forwarding reportss
submitted in 23 cases, and re-
maining 23 cases are under
investigation.

Writing the judgment and
examining the allegations of
the petitioner, Justice Kant
said he has failed to inde-
pendently place on record
any cogent or verifiable mate-
rial to substantiate the alle-
gations.

Justice Kant said, “After
minutely scanning such data,
prima facie it seems that bar-
ring a few cases, it is difficult
to infer that there has been a
procedural breakdown, or
the guidelines (relating to en-
counter inquiry) were fla-

grantly violated. In the ab-
sence of  independent corrob-
oration or affidavits from af-
fected persons, the assertions
remain speculative.”

Referring to the status re-
port relating to each FIR fur-
nished by Assam, SC, “These
documents prima facie belies
(petitioner’s) claim of  inac-
tion and do establish that, at
least at the foundational lev-
el, the criminal process was
duly initiated.

Referring to the 171 inci-
dents of  fake encounter al-
leged by petitioner, the bench
said, “Mere compilation or
aggregation of  cases does
not, by itself, call for omnibus
judicial directions. The alle-
gations that some of  these in-
cidents may involve fake en-
counters are indeed serious
and, if  proven, would amount
to a grave violation of  the
right to life under Article 21
of  the Constitution.”

Disposes Of PIL, Says No Cogent Material To Substantiate Allegations

Probe 171 alleged fake encounters
in 2021: SC to Assam rights panel
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SC directed AHRC to issue a public
notice inviting all individuals who
claim to be aggrieved (victims and
their family members) by the alleged
police encounters to come forward
and furnish relevant evidence

Jaipur: In an extraordinary
case of  organ donation at Jai-
pur’s SMS Hospital, 84-year-
old Buddho Devi donated her
kidney to her daughter Gud-
di, battling chronic kidney di-
sease. The transplant surge-
ry, performed successfully on
May 23, marks the first in-
stance of  an octogenarian do-
nor at the state’s largest govt
healthcare facility.

Guddi (46) was diagnosed
with chronic kidney di-
sease (CKD) and was
dependent on regular
dialysis since Oct 2024.
With both her kidneys
failing, a transplant be-
came critical for survi-
val. Buddho Devi, her elderly
mother, was identified as a sui-
table donor. She defied con-
ventional medical wisdom
that considers organ donation
risky for individuals above 60-
65 years and stepped up to save
her ailing daughter’s life.

“I never felt afraid when
doctors asked me if  I could do-
nate my kidney to my daugh-
ter. I have lived my life. If  any
of  my organs can relieve my
children’s pain, I am happy to
help them,” the 84-year-old

from Bharatpur told TOI over
the phone.

The team of  doctors who
operated said Bhuddho Devi
remains in good health follo-
wing the kidney transplant
and that her fitness levels,
notwithstanding her age, ai-
ded in the success of  the
transplant. “I never fell ill in
my life, apart from some fever.
I have led a healthy life. I have
seven bighas of  land and catt-
le for farming and cattle rea-
ring. I worked throughout my

life. I drink milk and
eat ghee from the catt-
le I read, and eat vege-
tables that I grow on
my land,” said Devi,
who said she has ne-
ver been diagnosed

with lifestyle diseases such as
hypertension or diabetes.

Transplant surgery was
performed on May 23 and the
octogenarian discharged from
hospital three days later. Her
daughter, Guddi Devi, remains
in ICU for post-operative care.

“ Buddho Devi has become
the oldest kidney donor
among SMS hospital’s 793
kidney transplants to date,”
Dr Dhananjay Agrawal, se-
nior professor (nephrology),
SMS Hospital, told TOI.

84-yr-old Raj woman
donates kidney to save
46-year-old daughter

Intishab.Ali@timesofindia.com

SC asked SIT to confine
its probe to these issues
after Mahmudabad’s

lawyer expressed appre-
hension that its ambit may
be expanded. It asked SIT,
“Where’s the need to check
his (electronic) devices?”

Appearing for Mahmu-
dabad, senior advocates Ka-
pil Sibal and Sidharth Luth-
ra repeatedly pleaded with a
partial working day bench
of  Justices Surya Kant and
Dipankar Datta for relaxa-
tion of  the ‘gag order’ while
promising that the Oxford
educated professor would
not indulge in the kind of
writing which attracted two
FIRs and which the bench
had called “dog whistling”
during the last hearing.

Sibal repeated his re-
quest several times. “Mah-
mudabad will not write any-
thing relating to the issues
involved in the two FIRs. Let
that condition be deleted
from the May 21 order by
which the petitioner was
granted interim bail. He is a
mature person and Oxford
educated. This is my earnest
request. He knows where he
landed because of  the writ-
ings. I am beseeching you to
delete the condition as it
does not look nice,” he said.

He failed to persuade the
bench, which said, “He
needs to wait for some time.
You (Sibal) remind us of  this
during the next hearing.
The condition is confined to
the contents of  the FIRs. We
do not want him to run a par-
allel commentary on the is-
sues under investigation.”

Ashoka prof’s
lawyers seek
relaxation in
‘gag order’

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday gave in-
terim bail to a 23-year-old ac-
cused of  raping a 40-year-old,
noting that charges had not
been framed even though he
had been in jail for nine
months.

In scathing comments, a
bench comprising Justices B
V Nagarathna and Satish
Chandra Sharma also asked
how Delhi Police could file a
rape case against the man, a

social media influencer,
when the woman had gone
voluntarily with him.

“A single hand can’t clap.
On what basis have you filed
case under Section 376 of  IPC.
She is not a baby. The woman
is 40 years old. They have
gone together to Jammu.
Why have you invoked 376.
This lady goes to Jammu sev-
en times and the husband is
not bothered,” the bench ob-
served.

which she arranged through
an authorised Apple Store in
Jammu. However, their pro-
fessional relationship soured
after the accused attempted
to resell the device. The au-
thorised seller returned the
money in the account of  the
woman, but after deducting
Rs 20,000. Although he prom-
ised to return the money, the
woman after a while decided
to end all ties with him, the
complaint stated. PTI

court which declined to grant
him bail considering the seri-
ousness of  the allegations.

According to the police
complaint, the woman first
came into contact with him in
2021 through social media
while seeking a social media
influencer to promote her
clothing brand.

During initial interac-
tions, the accused allegedly
requested an iPhone to en-
hance content creation,

It directed that the ac-
cused be produced before the
trial court and granted inter-
im bail subject to terms and
conditions. He shall not mis-
use his liberty and not at-
tempt to contact the woman,
the bench said.

The court also remarked
on the man, asking, “Who
gets influenced by such peo-
ple?” The court was hearing a
plea filed by the man against
an order of  the Delhi high

Single hand can’t clap, says SC, gives bail to rape accused
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Bhubaneswar/Patna-
garh: A court in Balangir
district’s Patnagarh sen-
tenced former English lec-
turer Punjilal Meher to life

imprison-
ment for the
remainder of
his natural
life on
Wednesday
for conspir-

ing and killing two people
using a parcel bomb con-
cealed in a wedding gift in
2018, considered a first-of-
its-kind crime in Odisha.

The additional district
judge sjudgment, spread
over 209 pages, held Meher
guilty under various IPC
sections for murder, at-
tempted murder, disappear-
ance of  evidence, and mak-
ing explosives. The court
held the motive behind the
premeditated murder was
professional jealousy. 

Ex-lecturer
gets life term

for parcel
bomb murders

Riyan Ramanath & 
Avinash Mohanty TNN

New Delhi: The S-400 sys-
tem and the jointly-manufac-
tured BrahMos missiles
were used by India in the con-
flict with Pakistan and their
performance was exem-
plary, said Russian ambas-
sador Denis Alipov. The
ambassador also said that
discussions between India
and Russia on the procure-
ment of  more S-400 air de-
fence system units are “on-
going” as both countries
continue to solidify the Spe-
cial and Privileged Strate-
gic Partnership.

“From what we know, In-
dia has clearly stated the
goals and undertook actions
after having identified the
targets and the terrorists it
promised to do. As far as we
know, during the operation,

the S-400 system was used
and the BrahMos missiles
were engaged. Judging by
the reports available, the per-
formance of  these weapons
was exemplary,” Alipov told
IANS news agency.

The S-400 was credited
with the shooting down of  Pa-
kistan drones and missiles
during the conflict that fol-
lowed India’s Operation Sin-
door that targeted terrorist
camps in Pakistan. India
maintained that it had only
hit terrorist camps and its ac-
tions on May 7 were non-esca-
latory.

India has longstanding
and wide-ranging coopera-
tion with Russia in the field
of  defence. India and Russia
have been involved in several
bilateral projects, including
the supply of  S-400, licenced
production of  T-90 tanks.

‘S-400 & BrahMos
Sindoor top guns’
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